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UNIMED WEEK IN BRUSSELS: objective and background 
 

Objective 

Education, research and innovation have an enormous transformational potential for our societies and they 

can play a crucial role in promoting equal opportunities, equal access, build employability, as the essential 

pillars for sustainable, inclusive and equitable societies. 

The UNIMED WEEK in BRUSSELS seeks to propose a political reflection by the Euro-Mediterranean academic 

community on the relationships between the European Institutions and the Mediterranean region, offering 

an opportunity for evaluation of regional policies. Concurrently, the event allows to improve the knowledge 

and use of EU supported programmes in this field, thus facilitating the identification of further support needs. 

The UNIMED WEEK in BRUSSELS, at its second edition, is an opportunity to reinforce our common platform 

for dialogue, raise questions, develop our skills and ability to deal with issues of common concern, and 

identify steps for future cooperation, in a constructive and positive atmosphere. 

 

Background 

Since the Barcelona Euro-Mediterranean Conference in 1995, the EU has stepped up its efforts to achieve 

our shared objectives of a common area of peace and stability, shared prosperity and social, cultural and 

human partnership. The international cooperation instruments made available by the EU have largely 

contributed to create bridges among peoples and societies, reinforcing scientific dialogue, cultural 

cooperation, trust, and mutual understanding. EU instruments play a crucial role in building stable and 

effective relations among European and Southern Mediterranean countries, and education is central to the 

efforts of the European Union. Academic communities, students, faculty members, administrators, have 

benefited from a wide range of programmes promoting cooperation, mobility, research, capacity building.  

The activities undertaken by the Euro-Mediterranean academic community show the value of encouraging 

and supporting this work, while also seeking more synergies in the light of the current multifaceted dynamics 

and challenges. UNIMED is strongly committed to play a major role in the region, integrating and synergising 

key initiatives in research, education, and innovation, as well as in supporting the political dialogue. Over the 

past 26 years, UNIMED has been engaged in small and large-scale initiatives to promote Euro-Mediterranean 

academic cooperation, contributing to the scientific, cultural, social and economic cooperation. 

 

Full programme 
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Key figures 
 

The UNIMED WEEK IN BRUSSELS event was attended by 81 

participants from 18 countries, including 9 European countries 

(Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, 

Portugal, Spain) and 9 extra-EU countries (Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Qatar, Syria, Tunisia). In particular, 

this event was attended by representatives from universities 

(chancellors and their deputies, academics, project managers, 

and so on) and associations linked to the academic world and the 

press, representatives of the European and international 

institutions, embassies and politics, and of international 

companies.  

35 universities have joined the event: Algeria was represented by 

Bejaia University, M'sila University and Frères Mentouri 

Constantine1 University, Belgium by the UCLouvain, Cyprus by 

University of Cyprus, Egypt by University of  Damanhour, Misr 

University for Sciences and Technology and University of 

Alexandria, Finland by University of Tampere, France by 

University of Panthéon-Sorbonne and University of Rouen 

Normandie, Italy by University Politecnica delle Marche, 

University Ca' Foscari of Venice, University la Sapienza of Rome, 

University of Siena, University of Calabria, University of Pavia, 

University of Bologna, University of Bari "Aldo Moro", University of Bari, Link campus University, UNINT 

University, University of Foggia, Morocco by University of IBN TOFAIL, IAV Institute Of Agronomy And 

Veterinary Medicine and University of Mohammed V of Rabat, Palestine by Bethlehem University, The Islamic 

University of Gaza, Portugal by University of Evora, Qatar by the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, Spain 

by University of Granada and University of Barcelona, Syria by Al-Hawash Private University and finally Tunisia 

by University of Carthage and University of Tunis.  

Non-academic Institutions participated at the event: Agence universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF), Campus 

France, Kiron Open Higher Education gGmbH, DAAD_German Academic Exchange Service, European 

University Association (EUA), Oxford Students Refugee Campaign, Puglia Region, APRE - Agenzia per la 

Promozione della Ricerca Europea, The NODE - Opportunities, Development, Environment, EUREC E.E.I.G, 

 College of Europe, Coimbra Group of Universities, Fondazione di Sardegna, Mission of the Kingdom 

of Morocco to the European Union, Mission of Jordan to the European Union, Mission of Lebanon to the 

European Union, Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) 

UNIMED WEEK IN BRUSSELS working sessions:  

 28h March 2017 Meeting with the Directorate-General for Research & Innovation;  

 29th March 2017 Meeting with the European External Action Service (EEAS) and with the Directorate-

General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR) 

 30th March 2017 Meeting with the Directorate-General for Education and Culture (DG EAC); 

 30th March 2017 Meeting with the European Parliament  

81 PARTICIPANTS  

3 DAYS OF EVENTS 

18 COUNTRIES 

35 UNIVERSITIES 

34  SPEAKERS 

3  SESSIONS AT EU 
COMMISSION 

1 SESSION AT EU 
PARLIAMENT 
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28th March 2017 
Meeting with the Directorate-General for Research & Innovation 

 
 
Research and innovation can improve the quality of life in the southern shore of the Mediterranean Sea 
 
“Research and innovation can improve the life conditions in the southern shore of the Mediterranean Sea 

too” affirmed Ms Maria Cristina Russo, Director for International Cooperation - DG Research and Innovation, 

at the opening of the three-day event Unimed Week in Brussels. “University cooperation across the 

Mediterranean Sea is crucial for exploiting the enormous potential for innovation and scientific excellency in 

its Southern shore – continued Ms Russo – and this can contribute to improve the economy and life 

conditions of the population and to reduce the brain drain”. 

In a spirit of open collaboration, Prof. Eric Vallet – University Paris1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, presented the first 

draft of the “UNIMED Manifesto to improve Social Science and Humanities in the Euro-Mediterranean 

Region”. With this manifesto UNIMED seeks to stress the relevance of Social Sciences and Humanities in the 

framework of wider scientific cooperation between the two shores of the Mediterranean.  

In view of the Ministerial Conference on Strengthening Euro- Mediterranean Cooperation through Research 

and Innovation (Malta, 3-4 May 2017) a whole session was dedicated to the presentation of the key activities 

of the DG Research & Innovation and the opportunities for funding and further cooperation with universities 

across the Mediterranean region. The session focused on three strategic issues. 

 Ms Sieglinde Gruber, DG R&I, presented the BLEUMED initiative that intends to tap into the full 

potential of the marine and maritime R&I sectors to create new ‘blue’ jobs, and to promote and 

improve social well-being, sustainable prosperity and environmental status of the concerned area 

and beyond.  

 Ms Katja Klasinc, Policy Officer - Eco-Innovation, presented PRIMA – Partnership for Research and 

Innovation in the Mediterranean Area, whose general objective is to reinforce cooperation in Research 

and Innovation in Mediterranean countries in order to contribute to the challenges of sustainable food 

production and water provision in the Mediterranean region. 

 Mr Octavio Quintana Trias, DG R&I, explained how research and innovation can contribute in tackling 

a huge and urgent plight of thousands of people migrating, most notably by supporting the economic 

development of countries of origin.  

Finally, Mr Sergi Farré - Diplomatic Advisor to the Secretary General and Spokesperson of The Union for the 

Mediterranean, and Ms Stefania Zaninello - European Research Council Executive Agency (ERCEA), have 

discussed with the representatives of UNIMED the opportunities for high skills researchers and the vision for 

a wider scientific cooperation between Universities of the two shores of the Mediterranean Sea.  

The works were concluded by the presentation of Mr Raniero Chelli – UNIMED EU projects coordinator, on 

capacity building through innovation and the project 5TOI_4EWAS perspective  

 
 
 

 
 
  

https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/bluemed-initiative
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/prima-initiative
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/ufm-presentation
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/european-research-council-75124518
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/5toi4ewas-presentation
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29th March 2017 
Meeting with the European External Action Service (EEAS) and with the 
Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations 

(DG NEAR) 
 
Science Diplomacy as an indispensable support to European external actions 
 
“In the very day the Brexit is discussed, it is important to rethink and stress the European Union’s role on the 

international scene” affirmed Leonello Gabrici, Head of Division Migration and Human Security, EEAS – 

European External Action Service. When it comes to a common European foreign policy “we should not 

underestimate the relevance of Science Diplomacy - affirmed Marcello Scalisi, Director of UNIMED - and by 

consequence the role universities could and should play at regional and international level”.  

“The European Union is a project of peace and stability for the whole Mediterranean region” declared Prof. 

Bichara Khader, Professor emeritus of the Catholic University of Louvain and founder of the Centre d’Etudes 

et de Recherches sur le Monde Arabe Contemporain. “UNIMED’s effort in strengthening partnerships 

programs and in promoting students’ mobility across the Mediterranean – continued Prof. Khader - is 

valuable contribution to the promotion of peace and stability”.  

European external communication challenges and strategies have been also evoked, with a particular focus 

on the necessity of reconnecting with the young generation across the Mediterranean region. In this sense, 

“the international cooperation between Universities and Science Diplomacy are two effective tools to explain 

the role Europe plays abroad and to promote its core values directly to youth” affirmed Martin Dihm, Adviser 

Strategic Communications Division EEAS – European External Action Service. 

Introduced by Mr. Paolo Casalino, Head of the Brussels Representation Office of Puglia Region, relevant 

Mediterranean University cooperation projects had the opportunity to present their objectives and partial 

results.  

Ms Nina Salden, Director DAAD Brussels office presented “HOPES – Higher and Further Education 

Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians” with particular reference to the Call for Proposals for short 

projects which will open until May 1st and aimed at Funding for innovative short-term education projects 

presented by local and regional organizations across Egypt, Northern Iraq (KRI), Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey 

and/or Syria. 

Mr Thomas Ekman Jørgensen, Senior Policy Coordinator at EUA presented its organization activities in the 

field of Collaboration in doctoral education and in common research illustrating long-term trends in 

international research and new possible convergences among different actors involved in research all over 

the world.  

The session was concluded by Ms Silvia Marchionne, Project officer at UNIMED, who presented the 

relationship between governance of HEIs and employability in the specific framework of UNIMED experience 

with RESUME Project. 

 
 
 
 

  

https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/hopes-presentation-75126127
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/eua-presentation-75126427
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/resume-presentation-uw2017
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30th March 2017 
Meeting with the Directorate-General for Education and Culture  

(DG EAC) 
 
 
UNIMED WEEK: Higher Education systems main challenges and ongoing projects 

A whole session of the UNIMED Brussels Week was dedicated to share ideas and best practices between 

UNIMED representatives and the Directorate General for Education and Culture (DG EAC). The proceedings 

were opened by Ms Antoaneta Angelova-Krasteva, Director for Innovation, International Cooperation and 

Sport (DG EAC), who highlighted the main challenges that higher education system is facing in Europe, as well 

as abroad.  

“Changes in the economy call for all graduates, whatever their field of study, to have a solid range of 

transversal skills, from critical thinking to communication, that will allow them to be resilient in the face of 

changing circumstances” affirmed Ms Angelova-Krasteva. As higher education is not anymore exclusively for 

élites but it is a mass phenomenon “Universities have a great social responsibility and they have a duty to 

engage with the communities around them to foster a common understanding of the values we stand for. 

We could note in that context – continued Ms Angelova-Krasteva - the important mobilisation of universities 

in welcoming refugee students and scholars over the last years, both in South Med and in European countries. 

We recognise the effort of Unimed in that context and look forward to the results of the promising RESCUE 

project”. 

The proceedings continued with the presentation of two strategic tools for scientific cooperation like 

Erasmus + by Ms Deirdre Lennan and Ms Claire Herrmann  and Marie Skłodowska Curie Action by Ms Lisbeth 

Rossmeissl. All the participants were actively involved in the discussion about future program 2021 – 2027 

where UNIMED presented its manifesto on University cooperation in the Mediterranean Region.  

The works were concluded by the presentation of some key UNIMED’s projects: 

 inHERE - Higher Education supporting Refugees in Europe, Ms Henriette Stoeber, Policy & Project 

Officer at the European University Association’s (EUA)  

 RESCUE - Refugees Education Support in MENA Countries, Mr Marco Di Donato, Project officer at 

UNIMED  

 OpenMed - Opening-up education in South Mediterranean countries, Ms Cristina Stefanelli, Project 

manager at UNIMED  

 DIREMED - Dialogue Interculturel, Reseaux et Mobilité en en Mediterranée, Ms Silvia Marchionne, 

Project officer at UNIMED  

 
 
 
 

 

  

https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/the-preparatory-work-of-dg-eac
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/erasmus-in-south-mediterranean-countries
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/marie-skodowska-curie-actions-for-mediterranean-countries
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/marie-skodowska-curie-actions-for-mediterranean-countries
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/inhere-presentation-dg-eac
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/rescue-dg-eac-presentation
https://www.slideshare.net/openmedproject/openmed-general-presentation
https://www.slideshare.net/Unimed_network/diremed-presentation
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30th March 2017 

Meeting with the European Parliament 
 

UNIMED WEEK: Universities and Social Sciences and Humanities and Arts at the centre of conflicts 

resolution and the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation 

“Social Sciences, Humanities and Arts are key instruments to build more autonomous persons who are able 

to tackle the unprecedented challenges they will face” declared Mr. Pier Antonio Panzeri, Member of 

European Parliament and Chairman of the Subcommittee of Human Rights, at the opening of the last session 

of the Unimed Week in Brussels at the European Parliament.  

The leading role of Universities in promoting Human Rights through the teaching of Social Sciences, 

Humanities and Arts has emerged as the main theme of the three-day event. “It’s our duty and responsibility 

as European Lawmakers – continued Mr. Panzeri – to provide Mediterranean Universities and Schools with 

the necessary resources and tools to shape the new Mediterranean citizens who will defend Human Rights 

as a pillar of a fairer and solidarity-based society.”  

“Working with future generations is necessary if we want to be sure that the horrible crises we are living now 

are only temporary” echoed Mrs. Emma Udwin, Deputy Head of Cabinet of the Commissioner for European 

Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations.  

“It is in this very moment of conflicts that Universities can and should come into play, in the Mediterranean 

region too, for promoting the fundamental values of Human Rights” highlighted Prof. Fabio Rugge, Rector of 

the University of Pavia. “We need more Europe in the Mediterranean and more exchanges between 

universities to promote a common culture of peace and prosperity” concluded Prof. Rugge. 

The role of Universities in the southern shore of the Mediterranean Sea is of utmost relevance to “spread a 

culture that can protect our youth from the bad influences that can bring them toward extremism” affirmed 

Prof. Wail Benjelloun, President of UNIMED and former Rector of the University Muhammad V of Rabat, 

Morocco. “The values of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights should not simply be taught in schools, 

they should be transferred and for this end promoting and accompanying youth mobility has proven its 

effectiveness” affirmed Mr. Panzeri.  

In this field of intervention, Fondazione di Sardegna is particularly active via the project ForMed that is 

funding the mobility of 100 students from Maghreb to Sardinia Universities since 2015 till 2019. “When we 

created ForMed, we wanted to do something useful not only to Universities but for the Mediterranean 

relations of Sardinia at large” stated Graziano Milia, Responsible for external relations of Fondazione di 

Sardegna. “ForMed it is actually quite an important project as compared to the 5000 scholarships per year 

funded by Erasmus +” underlined Marcello Scalisi, Director of UNIMED. 

The proceedings were closed by Prof. Hmaid Ben Aziza, Rector of the Tunis University, who condemned “the 

terrorist attacks in Brussels perpetrated by people with no critical mind, no values and no culture”. To contain 

this growingly threatening phenomenon “universities’ main objective should be to work for a better world 

and promoting Human Rights is a strategy to promote democracy, freedom and joy of life”. Prof. Ben Aziza 

concluded by affirming that “putting at the centre of curricula Social Sciences, Humanities and Arts is 

indispensable to build more autonomous and even-tempered persons, whether intellectual of technicians”. 
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In memoriam of prof. Franco Rizzi (1948 –2017) 

UNIMED Secretary General and Founder 

 

For the first time after 26 years since the UNIMED foundation, Prof. Franco Rizzi is not with us today to give 

his valuable contribution to these days of the UNIMED Week in Brussels with his reflections on the dialogue 

between the two shores of the Mediterranean. 

Unfortunately Franco Rizzi has passed away unexpectedly last 15th February. His sudden loss has left a deep 

emptiness among us, his colleagues and friends. It is an emptiness that we would like to fill in, at least 

partially, remembering his vision and recalling his commitment to mutual understanding among different 

cultures. 

This commitment has been proven throughout his life and during his university career. But it is mainly 

through the UNIMED establishment, the Mediterranean Universities Union, that Franco’s vision was inspired. 

His idea of UNIMED has allowed several universities from both shores of the Mediterranean to share a 

common space for academic, cultural, social and political cooperation and to support the integration and the 

dialogue within the region. 

Currently UNIMED is a network of 93 Universities in 22 different countries. All of this would not have been 

possible without the fundamental contribution of its founder and we believe that best way to remember 

Franco Rizzi is to continue the promotion of his message of humanity, openness, and cooperation. 
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“Europe is a peace project, 

especially during these times” 

 

Prof. Bichara Khader 

“The international cooperation 

between Universities and 

Science Diplomacy are two 

effective tools to explain the 

role Europe plays abroad and to 

promote its core values directly 

to youth” 

 

Martin Dihm, EEAS – European 

External Action Service. 

 

 

 

“The Mediterranean region can 

represent the area where 

relaunching European Union 

geopolitical efforts” 

 

Leonello Gabrici, EEAS – 

European External Action Service 

“Universities must spread a culture 

that can protect our youth from the 

bad influences that can bring them 

toward extremism” 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Wail Benjelloun – UNIMED  

“Putting at the centre of 

curricula Social Sciences, 

Humanities and Arts is 

indispensable to build more 

autonomous and even-

tempered persons, whether 

intellectual of technicians” 

 

Prof. Hmaid Ben Aziza 

“University cooperation across 

the Mediterranean Sea is crucial 

for exploiting the enormous 

potential for innovation and 

scientific excellency in its 

Southern shore” 

Ms Maria Cristina Russo – DG 

Research 

 “QUOTES 

“It’s our duty and responsibility as 

European Lawmakers to provide 

Mediterranean Universities with 

the necessary resources and tools 

to shape the new Mediterranean 

citizens who will defend Human 

Rights as a pillar of a fairer and 

solidarity-based society” 

 

 

Pier Antonio Panzeri – European 
Parliament Member 
 

 

“Universities have a great 

social responsibility and they 

have a duty to engage with 

the communities around 

them to foster a common 

understanding of the values 

we stand for. We could note in 

that context the important 

mobilisation of universities in 

welcoming refugee students 

and scholars over the last 

years, both in South Med and 

in European countries. We 

recognise the effort of 

Unimed in that context and 

look forward to the results of 

the promising RESCUE 

project” 

Ms Angelova-Krasteva – DG 

EAC 
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