
 
ABDEM : SUCCESS STORY 

2013 -2017 
 
 544664-TEMPUS-1-2013-1-ES-TEMPUS-JPCR "Introduction de l’approche basée sur 
les droits dans l’enseignement supérieur au Maghreb"  

 
 

"Success stories" are finalised projects that have distinguished themselves by their impact, 

contribution to policy-making, innovative results and/or creative approach and can be a source 

of inspiration for others.  

The selection of the ABDEM project as a success story was made on the basis of rigorous 

criteria regarding its quality, relevance and results.  

The project has been marked as "success story" in the Erasmus+ Project Results Platform, a 

database where you can find descriptions and results of projects founded under the Erasmus+ 

Programme for Education, Training, Youth and Sport, as well as its predecessor programmes.  

As a consequence of this selection, visibility and acknowledgement will be given to the project, 

for instance on the commission’s website, social media, and when preparing documentation 

for conferences or other events.  

 

Approche Basée sur les Droits dans l’Enseignement Supérieur au Maghreb. 

 

Description of the project 

 

Twelve universities sharing the Tempus objectives and the key factors of interculturality 

constitute the ABDEM Consortium. 

 

Consortium Institutions 



 
 

University of Sétif 2, Algeria 

University of La Rioja Spain 

University of A Coruña Spain 

University of Extremadura Spain 

University of Zaragoza Spain 

University of Bergamo I 

University of Westminster United Kingdom 

Mohammed V Souissi University Morocco 

Hassan II University Mohammedia-Casablanca Morocco 

National Institute of Labor and Social Studies Tunisia 

Institute of Press and Information Sciences Tunisia 

ENSSP Algeria 

 

Mission of the Consortium 

 

The ABDEM Consortium is meant to meet the objectives of the European Commission's 

TEMPUS program by formulating and implementing a program for the enrichment of higher 

education programs in the Maghreb region. It is about pooling the professional and scientific 

knowledge and experience of all partners in order to learn and improve together the 

governance of our universities, learning environments and content and methodologies. 

teaching through learning including law studies, social work, information science and education 

sciences. 

 

Vision of the Consortium 

 

Our vision is to help generate new dynamics in society capable of strengthening 

democratization and human rights in the cultural and socio-political contexts of the Maghreb, 

in training circles, in the management and in governance of their academic institutions. The 

political, economic and social elites of the region are formed in universities all over the world: 

those who, in the future, will become political leaders, civil service leaders, teachers of lower 

educational levels, media professionals , entrepreneurs and finance managers. 

 

Objectives 

 

The objective of the ABDEM project partners is to become a research and cooperation team 

of European reference among the institutions and universities of the European Union, 

characterized by a thorough and impartial diagnosis, by the quality and the effectiveness of 

the programs undertaken for the accomplishment of his MISSION. 

 

Values 

 

The values structuring our professional way of acting in the realization of the objectives of the 

established vision are: 

 



 
Respect and application of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Charter of 

Fundamental Rights of the European Union. 

Professionalism in our individual and collective work. 

Impartiality in the exercise of diagnosis and analysis. 

Understanding of the team's cultural diversity 

Professional integrity in all our actions. 

The effort and the implication for the achievement of the objectives. 

Commitment and trust in this research project. 

 

 

Thus, ABDEM wishes to support higher education in the Maghreb in the integration of the 

human rights-based approach (ABDH) into university studies, particularly in the fields of law, 

social work, communication sciences and sciences. In line with the proposals of the United 

Nations World Program for Human Rights Education. The ABDEM project was based on a 

very clear vision: higher education is an engine for the human, economic and social 

development of the Maghreb region. To properly situate the ABDEM project, it was necessary 

to take into account three major facts: 

 

1. The social, cultural and political development that is currently taking place in the 

Maghreb and the particular interest for human rights and democracy in this new 

context. 

2. The fundamental role of higher education in the evolution towards open and democratic 

societies. 

3. Support for the implementation of knowledge-based economies in southern 

Mediterranean countries where education will play a decisive role 

 

Based on these premises, this project proposes a contribution to the enrichment of higher 

education programs in the Maghreb region through the introduction of the ABDH. This project 

includes the introduction to the ABDH not only of academic content, but also of a management 

model promoting the rights of all members of the university community. 

 

Phases of the project 

 

First phase:  

 

This phase has allowed a better knowledge of the strengths and weaknesses of the ABDH in 

the partner countries. The European participants studied the situation of the countries of the 

European Union and identified good practices in the field of ABDH, both in terms of 

management and content. 

 

To this end, a set of indicators was developed for the evaluation of the ABDH in all areas of 

the educational systems: education, research, the learning environment, teacher training and 

management. The results were published in Spanish, French and English. 

 

Second phase 

 

A training of trainers in ABDH 



 
 

After a presentation of the results of the evaluation, the second phase has begun with a training 

process for trainers. 

 

24 participants have been trained in the ABDH based on skills-based planning and 

assessment. This training, distributed in three modules, had a theoretical component and a 

practical component. 

 

Third phase 

 

Creation of an interuniversity and interdisciplinary master's degree in public policy on the 

ABDH written and elaborated by Sétif 2 University (Algeria) for the Maghreb region. 

 

The last phase of the project was the creation of an inter-university and interdisciplinary 

master's degree on the human rights-based approach in public policies. 

 

Recipients of the ABDEM project 
 

Five groups were mainly targeted by the ABDEM Project: 

 

1. The professors participating in the training, who play the role of multipliers of the 

project. 

2. The academic institutions composing the consortium, because ABDEM is addressed 

to teachers involved in the project, but also engages the entire university community, 

including its governing bodies. 

3. Other Maghreb universities with a master program specialized in ABDH and adapted 

to regional realities. 

4. Students from universities in the region who can be trained at the ABDH. 

5. The civil society of the Maghreb countries, who can benefit from this training. It plays a 

fundamental role in the construction of democratic societies. 

 

Products and equipment 
 

The project has provided a set of deliverables to help transfer the results of its research: 

 

Two publications on the human rights based approach. 

 

Description 

Research on the situation of the ABDH in the partner countries in English, French and Spanish 

in the form of a book, in digital format and in paper form. 

The goal was to have a better knowledge of the strengths and weaknesses of the ABDH in the 

Maghreb countries in order to strengthen and develop this approach in higher education in this 

region which is undergoing major political and social upheavals. 

This study, conducted by the twelve partners of Europe and the Maghreb in consultation with 

the stakeholders of their countries, made it possible to draw up an assessment of the situation 

of the ABDH in their respective countries. It also highlighted their needs in this area in order to 



 
optimize the impact of the ABDH on university training and its influence in society. The partners 

have identified good practices in the application of the ABDH both in university management 

and in academic training and research. This reflection was supported in the reports of the 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the progress of the second phase of the 

World Program on Human Rights Education. 

The partners shared their common needs and differences and identif ied a first framework for 

action and key points to use for the publication on the ABDH reflections. This publication was 

presented during the international conference of Sétif (Algeria), March 2015. 

 

• A Human Rights-Based Approach Higher Education. A Comparative Study of Europe and 

the Maghreb, Cizur Menor, Thomson Reuters / Aranzadi, 2016: ISBN 978-84-9152-265-2 

embraces E.1 

• Enfoque basado in derechos humanos in the educación superior. A comparative study of 

Europa and the Maghreb, Cizur Menor, Thomson Reuters / Aranzadi, 2016: ISBN 978-84-228-

7 enlace E.2 

• The Human Rights-Based Approach in Higher Education. A comparative study of Europe and 

the Maghreb, Cizur Menor, Thomson Reuters / Aranzadi, 2017: ISBN 978-84-9152-471-7 

enlace E.3 

 

2. Manual on ABDH Training 

 

Description 

This document in PDF format in French, Spanish and English explains the teaching 

methodology and contains the summary of the three modules of the training: 

The first module focuses on a competence-based learning (identification, programming and 

assessment), where the student is the own player in the learning process, which must be highly 

meaningful and functional. 

The second module, the most dense, concerns the human rights-based approach. It includes 

the analysis of the specificity of this approach in relation to others, the main principles and 

characteristics of human rights, the international texts and the protection mechanisms as well 

as a detailed presentation of each of the rights. In this presentation an eminently functional 

approach is favored, which is why scientific presentations and originality in methods are 

avoided. 

The third module deals with the Service-Learning methodology, the most appropriate for 

integrating the rights-based approach into academic activities. It aims to reinforce the role of 

the learner as an active subject of the territory where he evolves. This methodology allows 

students to acquire course content by participating in a voluntary service: they research and 

identify problems in their community, define goals, develop projects, implement and evaluate 

them. The role of the teacher is to accompany them in this process and to learn with them. 

 

Human Rights in Higher Education: Innovative Pedagogical Approaches through Learning-

Service and Competency-Based Learning, Geneva, OIDEL, 2017: ISBN 978 -2-9701177-2-8 

 

Los derechos humanos en la Educación Superior: Innovative pedagogical epochs of the 

teaching and service of the Basque language in competences, Logroño, Publicity Service of 

the University of La Rioja, 2017: ISBN 978-84-697-5618 

 



 
Human Rights in Higher Education: Innovative pedagogical approaches trough service-

learning and competency-based learning, London, Westminster University Press, 2017: ISBN 

978-1-5272-1388-3 

 

An online training program and four face-to-face seminars. 

An Interuniversity and Interdisciplinary Master's on the human rights-based approach 

developed and elaborated by Sétif 2 University Algeria under the supervision of Professor 

Naouel Abdellatif Mami. Vice Rector in Charge of the External Relations. 

 

For more information on the project, please consult the following links:  

Success story: https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/projects/eplus-project-

details/#project/544664-TEMPUS-1-2013-1-ES-TEMPUS-JPCR 

 

Project website: www.abdemeducation.eu 

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVkbmIyAC4k 

 

For direct contact in Arabic, French or English, please get in touch with: 

Professor Naouel ABDELLATIF MAMI: email: dr.abdellatifnaouel@yahoo.fr: Coordinator of the 

Maghreb region. Mohamed Lamine Debaghine, Sétif 2 University Algeria 

 

For direct contact in Spanish, please get in touch with Dr. Ana Maria Vega Gutierrez. General 

Corodinator. University of La Rioja, Spain.  

Email: ana.vega@unirioja.es 
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