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Press Release 

End of the Summer School for the Tunisian Master Students in Cross-

Media Journalism in Milan, Italy and a Call for continuing the Tunisian-

European Partnership in the Field 

 

 Last weekend witnessed the close-up of the Summer School training at the International 

University of Languages and Media in Milan, Italy, an event that welcomed 34 Tunisian 

students in cross-media journalism, from the Faculties of Arts and Humanities of Sousse and 

Sfax and from the Institute of Press and Information Sciences (IPSI), between the 13 and 24 of 

September, 2016. The Summer School has been organised in the framework of the eMEDia 

project, an institutional cooperation project co-funded by the European Union under the 

Tempus IV programme. 

 The event was crowned with an Open Day, which was the opportunity for a series of 

presentations that included not only notable spokesmen from the Mediterranean Universities 

Union (UNIMED), the coordinator of the eMEDia project, but also Italian as well as Spanish 

scholars, and an Italian journalist specialized in Arab affairs, in addition to the representative 

of the SNJT, the National Syndicate of Tunisian journalists, the professional partner in the 

project. 

 In the on-going debate during the above-mentioned event, all students renewed their total 

adherence to this master’s project and showed high expectations as to the development of the 

Tunisian-European partnership’s experience as far as this master is concerned, in the hopes it 

might open new horizons in order for them to continue their studies, enjoy real job 

opportunities, and engage in advanced career paths in the field, either at local or international 

levels. 

Likewise, our students praised the richness of the academic curriculum that has given to 

media professionals and ordinary students alike the opportunity to discover a new dimension 

of journalism that particularly depends on modern communication technologies, a dimension 

likely to raise the very journalistic output.  Yet, at the same time, the students appealed for 

avoiding a series of shortcomings mainly related to the limited technical means required by this 

master and to the content of parts of its curriculum. 

As for the UNIMED spokesmen, they expressed their complete readiness to respond to 

the request of the Tunisian students by supplying scientific and material supports to such a 

typical experience of teaching journalism, relying on the shared experience of three Tunisian 

universities and three European ones, IULM University in Italy, the University of Barcelona in 

Spain, and the University of Tampere in Finland. 



 

Franco Rizzi, UNIMED Secretary General, suggested the creation of a “committee” with 

the purpose of perpetuating this typical experimentation, which testifies to a remarkable shift 

in the European-Tunisian cooperation in scientific exchange in general, and in journalism 

training in particular. 

Marcello Scalisi, UNIMED Director, confirmed his commitment to support the project 

activities and results beyond the EU-funding period, together with the commitment of the 

Tunisian universities involved, who already launched the second edition of the cross-media 

master course. 

Participants among cross-media students of the three groups expressed their deep 

satisfaction about the general atmosphere that characterized the coordination of the event, and 

highlighted the cooperation and solidarity among themselves in their first training abroad. They 

also intend to create a Facebook page so that they continue being in touch with one another, 

along with the exchange of views and produced media work. In order to further their acquired 

knowledge in the field, through comparing experiments, they are even considering the 

possibility of mutual visits among the three groups in the different Tunisian university towns 

hosting the cross-media program. 

Mohammad Sami Kechaou, the representative of the SNJT described the Milan meeting 

of the Summer School students from the three Tunisian universities as the “first fruit” of a 

distinctive experience involving a Tuniso-Tunisian academic partnership, as it happens for the 

first time in the country’s history, considering such an experience a crowning to the process of 

the painstaking efforts at the decentralization of the teaching of journalism in Tunisia, all in line 

with what is followed in developed countries. 
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