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On May 25, at 4.00 pm, a workshop will be held in Rome in the splendid setting of the Italian 

Geographical Society (SGI) in Villa Celimontana, which aims to reflect about the role of local 

communities in the promotion of sustainable tourism for some of the most fragile cultural contexts: the 

Historic Centers. This comes from one of the most significant initiatives made by SGI in recent years: 

the Future of Our Past (FOP) project, closed just a few months ago with the opening of a "community 

hotel" in the historic center of Bethlehem - a structure created by restructuring of private 

accommodations made available by the families of residents - and the creation of a virtual platform. 

This iniziative will make possibile the marketing of the Mediterranean Historic Centers tourist offer 

which supported the FOP project and contributed to promote sustainable tourism, focusing on the 

enhancement of cultural heritage and the active involvement of local communities. The initiative, 

funded by the EU under the ENPI CBC-MED program, saw the participation of 9 organizations 

representing 7 countries in the Mediterranean basin, under the scientific coordination of the Italian 

Geographical Society. The main target is to make the historic centers of the Mediterranean area the 

focus of sustainable tourism: first, focusing on local communities (economic and social sustainability); 

second, respecting cultural values of the place and giving value to all heritage forms and ideas which 

make rich these territories (cultural sustainability); and last but not least, preserving environmental 

qualities of the geographic context (environmental sustainability). The project saw the creation of two 

coordinated and convergent actions: 1) Promote the creation of alternative forms of accomodation in 

the historic centers, such as the widespread hotel, which allows the direct involvement of local 

communities by incorporating these initiatives in a wider project of sustainable tourism development 

that will protect and enhance the cultural and identity values of these historic centers, which are the 

true heart of Mediterranean identity in its various national and regional declinations; 2) Promoting the 

network of historical centers and creating tourism initiatives in order to share not only the individual 

developed experiences but also by developing joint initiatives on the touristic and cultural front as a 



 

 

  

 

tangible expression of a economic, social and cultural integration of the Mediterranean area. The 

success of the initiative – pointed out by the number of historic centers that from Spain to Palestine 

have subscribed the project - has been so extraordinary to push the competent authorities to propose it 

as a "flag" project of Euro-Mediterranean cooperation. During the Workshop panel discussion, 

followed by the presentation of the FOP project results and the discussion of the applicability of this 

model to the historic centers of the Mediterranean region, the speakers will be both the coordinators of 

the project and other persons interested in promoting similar initiatives because of their sensibility to 

the sustainable development theme: Francesco Cuccureddu (Mayor of Castelsardo), Cono D'Elia 

(Mayor of Morigerati), Fiorello Primi (President of the Club i Borghi più Belli d’Italia), Aleixiei Dingli 

(Mayor of La Valletta), Alessandra Lucchese (Office Manager MiBACT S&T MED Project). Workshop 

will be finished by Franco Salvatori, Past President of the Italian Geographical Society and Coordinator 

of the FOP Project, and Roberto Carpano, Coordinator of JTS ENPI CBC Basin of the Mediterranean. 

During the afternoon, a short video will be shown about the Educational Tour made in Bethlehem and 

in its immediate surroundings as a presentation of a community hotel realized in the Palestinian town. 


