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Mediterranean identity: debates on a common destiny



“Mediterranean identity: 
debates on a common destiny”.

The idea of organizing a training week with students from all 
over the Mediterranean was developed almost naturally during 
the reflection on the ‘nnumari event.
The initial consideration is that in recent years the 
Mediterranean region is often a source of negative news and 
prospects.
Our idea is to reverse the ideas that divide and to support, on 
the contrary, the multiple facets of our Mediterranean origin, 
enhancing the different traditions of the countries bordering 
the Mediterranean Sea and also to contribute, through dialogue 
and confrontation, to the construction of a “Mediterranean 
Generation”.
The training course is aimed at university students and 
young researchers in different fields so as to allow them to 
share analysis and opinions on the Mediterranean Sea, while 
also providing them a common multidisciplinary discussion 
space. The goal is to positively influence the knowledge 
and conscience of future generations about the value of the 
common resources of the Mediterranean.
In this context, the initiative was created to highlight the 
treasures of the Mediterranean region as well as to convey 
positive messages about the Mediterranean culture and ensure 
the protection of its resources and its wealth.
The summer school aims at establishing a new relationship 
between development and sustainability, consumption and 
ethics and will also be an opportunity to reaffirm the cultural 
and geopolitical role of the Mediterranean region.
15 students from 11 countries (Algeria, Austria, Cyprus, Egypt, 
France, Italy, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Spain and Tunisia) 
were selected for the first edition of the ‘nnumari Summer 
School.
The Summer School trainers are professors from the UNIMED 
associated Universities, experts of international organizations 
and journalists.

Marcello Scalisi
Director of UNIMED – Mediterranean Universities Union
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UNIMED – Mediterannean Universities Union

UNIMED - Mediterranean Universities Union, founded in October 1991, is an as-
sociation of Universities from Mediterranean basin countries (www.uni-med.net). 
It counts 124 associated Universities coming from 23 countries of both shores of 
Mediterranean (data updated to July 2019).
UNIMED’s aim is to develop university research and education in the Euro-Medi-
terranean area in order to contribute to scientific, cultural, social and economic 
cooperation. 
The Universities in UNIMED’s network operate in many different fields, and thus 
UNIMED operates on many different fronts. The image that best represents our as-
sociation is that of a University without Walls.
UNIMED carries out the following activities in favour of the associated Universi-
ties:
Promotion of the international dimension of universities;
Encouraging the participation of its members in international projects;
Planning and fundraising activities: information on call for papers and opportu-
nities offered by international organisations and the European Commission, part-
nership search, technical assistance, planning, dissemination;
Promoting mobility in the Euro-Mediterranean region, for students, researchers 
and academic staff;
Creation of thematic Subnetworks to foster scientific cooperation within specific 
fields;
Organization of meetings, discussions, seminars and roundtables both at a natio-
nal and international level;
Training for academic and administrative staff of Universities, particularly for the 
personnel of International Relations Offices.
Through the many initiatives carried out over two decades, UNIMED has promoted 
collaboration between the universities of the Mediterranean, becoming a point of 
reference of international university cooperation.
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FMSH – Fondation Maison de Sciences de l’Homme

In the heart of Paris, an institution of note
for social sciences and humanities

Founded in 1963 by Fernand Braudel in Paris and chaired by Michel Wieviorka 
since 2009, the Foundation Maison des sciences de l’homme (FMSH) is both a na-
tional and international crossroad which contributes to the development, vibran-
cy and attractivity of social sciences and humanities.
The Foundation creates the essential conditions for scientific research and inter-
disciplinary dialogue, while initiating dynamics where scientific networks swing 
into action, and public and private stakeholders cross paths.
Recognized as promoting the public interest, the FMSH invests in the advance-
ment of scientific research at the best international level by developing its actions 
and services through four main priorities: cutting-edge research, international 
collaborations, innovative dissemination of knowledge, digital infrastructures.
Moreover, it takes part in the major projects and networks that transform shape 
and structure, at all levels, the landscape of the research in social sciences and 
humanities.
As a place for scientific innovation, the Foundation therefore attaches a great im-
portance to dissemination of knowledge and share its results with members from 
every field. It pays special attention to articulating the worlds of research and 
policy-making, while affirming the independence and the freedom of research.

Three priority areas for action
Support for innovative research: the foundation works towards the identification 
of  emerging themes, initiates and  sets up innovative research  operations whose 
object is determined according to societal burning topics.
Internationalization: the Foundation develops scientific cooperation programs 
with numerous foreign partners as implements an inbound and outbound mobil-
ity policy dedicated to post-doctoral researchers and more experienced research-
ers of any nationalities.
Dissemination of knowledge within the scientific community and headed for citi-
zens: with its digital library, publishing office, diffusion office, and its own media 
production unit, the Foundation plays a crucial role for Humanities dissemination 
beside the academic community, civil society, along with cultural, political and 
economic leaders.
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‘nnumari – lands joined by the sea

On the coast of Agrigento in the small town of Licata surrounded by clean sea and 
Mediterranean flavors, it has been possible to create, despite the difficulties, a 
model of sustainability that has produced development for the territory and work 
for the supply chain. It is here that ‘nnumari’ - a Sicilian word  meaning  ‘in the sea’ - 
is born - the event conceived by the twice starred chef Pino Cuttaia who, from 2nd 
to 4th October, has decided to gather international chefs, journalists, economists, 
fishermen, breeders , farmers, producers, artisans, fishermen, entrepreneurs, ar-
tists and communicators. It is a chance of reflection on the sustainability of the 
Mediterranean supply chain thanks to a conference on the topic, round tables and 
initiatives related to the topic, with the aim of developing replicable and shared 
models of social and environmental development.

During my career I understood how Sicily, my territory, is the result of the conta-
minations of the peoples who lived in this land. The culinary art of my territory 
is nothing but the fruit of these different experiences » explains Pino Cuttaia. “I 
realized that my gestures are similar to the gestures of other chef   and my travels 
allow me to understand that the territory on which I insist every day is similar in 
all the Mediterranean countries with the only difference of the microclimate, the 
seasonality, the uses and customs. And so I realized that the time has come to re-
alize a banquet that I wanted to name ‘nnumari, in the sea.  Here,  at the same table 
we discuss about how chefs from each Mediterranean country work the same raw 
material,  how a chef observed similar problems and how these latter  have been al-
ready analyzed and which solutions were found, involving the whole supply chain. 
And not only that, but also other interlocutors have been invited to make this ban-
quet become a think tank open to artists, communicators, treasurers, entrepreneu-
rs. We are part of the Mediterranean and we all live in lands united by the sea; we 
all have common problems and we have the duty to find solutions together with 
the sole purpose of studying common models of sustainable economic, social and 
environmental development “.
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SUMMER SCHOOL 
Agenda – September 30th – October 6th

September 30 th

Departure from Catania airport to Licata 

Arrival to hotel Baia del Sole - Licata

Transfer for Licata center for an informal dinner with the 
Chef Pino Cuttaia

Return to hotel

October 1st

Breakfast on boat with fishermen 

Return to hotel

Transfer for Falconara Resort

Welcome Opening 
• Marcello Scalisi, UNIMED Director -  Mediterranean 
universities union
• Marta Craveri, Director of international department - 
Fondation Maison de Sciences de l’Homme

Light Lunch

Presentation of UNIMED international School students 
(max 5 min/person)

Lesson by Mansour Mhenni: Identité et méditerranéité  : 
du sens d’être soi dans la socialité solidarité

Transfer for informal dinner - Pizzeria “Sarda Salata”

h 17

h 19

h 19.30

h 21

h 6

h 10

h 11

h 12

h 13

h 14.30

h 15.30

h 18.30
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October 2st

Transfer from Hotel to Falconara Resort

Lesson by Alessandro Vanoli:  L’identité méditerranéenne 
du monde islamique contemporain

Lesson by Ugo Tramballi: Between professionalism and 
militancy - To practise journalism in a Mediterranean 
context

Light Lunch

Journalism laboratory
 
‘nnumari Talk at Falconara Resort

Transfer to Oasi Beach for dinner

Return to hotel

October 3st

Transfer from Hotel to Madison resort

‘nnumari Talk at Madison resort

Master Class by Chefs at Madison resort

Lesson by Lina Attalah: Information as activism, 
journalism as art: thinking media (slightly) differently

Lesson by Pierre Doumet: ‘Mare Nostrum’: quel avenir?

Transfer to Falconara Castle for dinner

Return to hotel

h 8.30

h 9

h 11.30

h 14

h 15

h 17.00

h 20

h 22

h 9

h 11

h 12.45

h 15

h 17.00

h 18.45

h 23
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h 8

h 8.30

h 11.00

h 13

h 15.30

h 17

h 18.45

h 22.30

h 8.30

h 9

h 11.30

h 12.30

h 13.30

h 15

h 17 

h 20.30

October 4st

Transfer from Hotel to Falconara Resort

Lesson by Francesca Cominelli: Mobilities in the 
Mediterranean: challenges to sustainability

Lesson by Margherita Cappelletto: Cooperating on the 
Blue economy: the BlueMed Lab

Lunch

Return to hotel  

Transfer to Agrigento – Hotel Villa Atena

Gala Dinner

Return to hotel

October 5st

Transfer from Hotel to Falconara Resort

Lesson by Giovanni Stanghellini: Research, Innovation 
and Education in the agrifood sector – Challenges and 
Opportunities for the Sustainable Development of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Area

Transfer from Licata to uovodiseppia and meeting with 
Chef Pino Cuttaia

Light Lunch

Departure for Valle dei Templi

Cultural Visit to Valle dei Templi   

Departure from Valle dei Templi to hotel (h18.30)

Transfer for dinner at Oasi Beach

October 6st

Departure for Catania airport



9

Mediterranean identity: debates on a common destiny

Lina Attalah is a Cairo-based journalist and is the co-founder and editor of Mada 
Masr, an Egypt-based independent news website. She was also the editor of Egypt 
Independent, an English language media publication also centered on Egypt’s pol-
itics, society and culture. In both outlets, she pursued questions of borders, mobil-
ity and conflict. In 2011, she covered the early days of the Syrian revolution from 
Aleppo and in 2013, visited Teheran on assignment for the Guardian on surviving 
decades after a revolution. Before that, she was based in Darfur, Sudan, where 
she led an informational radio program for local communities produced by the 
BBC. She has been part of a number of artistic research-based projects on themes 
of intellectual history, maritime/desert (non) spaces, technology and alternative 
learning.

***
Margherita Cappelletto. Technologist at the Department of Earth System Science 
and Environmental Technologies of the National Research Council of Italy with 
a background in Astronomy and Astrophysics and Science Communication, Mar-
gherita Cappelletto works at the interface between science and policy, including 
programmes and projects development and management, analysis and reporting 
in collaboration with national, European, and international organizations for co-
ordinating relevant initiatives. Since 2014, she has been involved in the develop-
ment of the BLUEMED Research and Innovation Initiative for blue jobs and growth 
in the Mediterranean Area involving 16 Mediterranean countries and now manag-
es the related BLUEMED Coordination and Support Action, a project funded by the 
European Commission.

***
Francesca Cominelli is Associate Professor at the University of Paris 1 Pan-
théon-Sorbonne and Director of IREST. She holds a Ph.D in Economics and her 
research interests include economics of culture, cultural commons, public poli-
cies, and cultural tourism. More specifically she is interested in cultural diversity, 
intangible cultural heritage, creativity, innovation, and traditional craftsmanship. 
Previously, she worked as project specialist for INMA and the French Ministry of 
Culture and Communication (2008-2010), and as researcher for the European In-
vestment Bank Institute (2013-2014), for the University of Lille 3 (2015) and for 
OECD (2018-2019). She is member of ICOMOS France.
Marta Craveri is Director of the International Department of the Fondation Maison 
de Sciences de l’Homme (FMSH) which proposes mobility and international scien-

SUMMER SCHOOL
TEACHERS AND SPEAKER’S BIOGRAPHY
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tific cooperation programmes. Historian, associated with the Centre for Russian, 
Caucasian and Central European Studies of Paris (Cnrs / Ehess) she is a specialist 
of Soviet forced labour and has published books and articles in French, English, 
Russian and Italian.

***
Pino Cuttaia, 51 years old, three children, opened the Madia in Licata together 
with his wife Loredana in 2000. Here he got his first Michelin star in 2006 and the 
second in 2009. He lived in Turin, where he studied and worked in the factory. In 
those years he delights in the kitchen, then the hobby becomes work: after long 
stays in the kitchens of famous restaurants including Il Sorriso in Soriso, Novara, 
and Il Patio in Pollone, Biella, Pino Cuttaia returns to Sicily. The accuracy in his 
work, learned in the North, the warmth, the passion, the ingredients and the rec-
ipes of his childhood found again in the South allow him to reinvent and cook 
remembering his past moments: seasons and symbols of the gastronomic history 
of his homeland. A cuisine of memory that receives unanimous successes from 
critics and audiences. Among the latest awards received by Cuttaia, these stand 
out: for the Guida Ristoranti de L’Espresso in 2013, the Pommery prize: Dish of the 
Year Award with the Cloud of mozzarella.  “Chef of the Year” for the Golosario and 
his Cuttlefish Egg, dish-symbol of the 2014 edition of Identità Golose.

***
Pierre Doumet, graduated in Chemical Engineering at Karlsruhe University (Ger-
many) in 1979 and with an MBA from Stanford University in 1982, is the Presi-
dent of the Association for the Protection of Jabal Moussa, NGO registered with 
the Lebanese government aiming to conserve and highlight the unique natural & 
cultural heritage of Jabal Moussa UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, empower local com-
munities to achieve collectively their own sustainable socio-economic develop-
ment and build effective partnerships with local and international stakeholders. 
He is Chairman / CEO of Cimenterie Nationale S.A.L. Leading Lebanese cement 
producer and exporter, and of Société Orientale des Métaux Précieux S.A.L. Repair 
of machines for heavy industry and specialized foundry. In his professional career 
he was also Chairman / CEO of Hotel Bristol (Société des Hôtels et Restaurants 
du Liban SAL) “Traditional niche hotel” 5 stars, market segment, and he worked 
abroad in the period between 1980 and 1994 Management positions occupied 
between 1980 and 1994 in the following companies: Krupp AG (Germany and Ar-
gentina); DuPont de Nemours & Co. (Sao Paulo, Brazil); Lazard Frères & Co. (New 
York).

***
Mansour M’henni is Emeritus Professor of French and Francophone Language and 
Literature. Poet, novelist, essayist, translator and media man. He is the author of 
four literary studies, two essays, six collections of poetry, a collection of short 
stories, a story and a novel. Notably, The Night of a Thousand Nights or the King 
of Pendus (2012) obtained the Kateb Yacine International Literary Prize in January 
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2014. He also translated two novels and a collection of poetry for the Tunisian In-
stitute of Translation of Arabic, as well as an Arabic novel. Iraqi and another Syrian 
literature.
He is the founder of the Association for Mediterranean Culture and Arts (ACAM) 
that zas created in 1996 and the related magazine Thétis, “the magazine of Medi-
terranean culture and arts”. He published in Tunis The Reason for Mediterranean-
ity in 2008 (translated in Arabic, in Cairo, to be published at the end of 2019). He 
co-directed with Pr. Abderrahman Tenkoul, Dean of the Faculty of Human Sciences 
of the Euro-Med University in Fez, the book Mediterranean Plurality (Paris, L’Har-
mattan, June 2019).
He is the initiator of the concept of “New Brachylogy” in 2012 and President of 
the International Coordination of Research and Brachylogical Studies (Cireb), in 
Paris. He is the founding director and director of the magazine “Conversations”, 
the journal of brachylogical studies.
He has led the organization of 8 editions of the Symposium of Cultural and Artis-
tic Expressions of the Mediterranean, the 2nd World Congress of Brachylogy and 
has participated in dozens of seminars, symposia and other events in more than 
twenty countries of four continents. He was Vice President of Copeam (Permanent 
Congress of Mediterranean Audio-Visual).

***
Marcello Scalisi is the Director of UNIMED – Mediterranean Universities Union – 
since 2008. 
He holds a degree in Historical Sciences and in International Cooperation at “Uni-
versity of Roma Tre”. He started working at UNIMED in 1998 as project manager 
and moved gradually to the coordination of UNIMED’s European, International and 
National funded initiatives and projects.
UNIMED is currently a permanent stakeholder of the European Commission and 
has a wide range of Institutional partnership in the Euro-Mediterranean region. 
UNIMED members are more than 100 universities from 23 countries and is one 
the most important academic network in the region, playing a special role in the 
Intercultural dialogue.
Before to work with UNIMED He gained extensive experience in Sicily in the sus-
tainable tourism sector, managing and monitoring EU projects for local tourism 
development and providing vocational training for dozens of companies and 
thousands of workers.  

***
Giovanni Stanghellini (Phd EU Law) – Project Manager at the Italian PRIMA Secre-
tariat, responsible for Institutional Relations, regularly interacts with relevant uni-
ts of the European Commissions, major institutions (e.g. FAO, UNEP) and EU initia-
tives (e.g. EIT Food, JPIs Facce) related to the food sector. Ha also acts as focal point 
for public entities (e.g. Ministries, Tuscan Region) as well as for local stakeholders 
active in the agro-food sector. He has personal interests and experiences in su-
stainable development, international relations, spirituality and religious dialogue.
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***
Ugo Tramballi was born in Milan in 1954. He began his career as a journalist in 
1976 at the Giornale di Indro Montanelli; since 1983 special correspondent in 
the Middle East, India and Africa and war correspondent in Lebanon, Iran, Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Angola. Between 1987 and 1991 correspondent from Moscow. 
From 1991 global correspondent and editor of international affairs at the Sole 
24 Ore. Scientific Advisor and Head of India Program of the Institute of Studies 
for International Politics of Milan, member of the International Affairs Institute 
of Rome, of the Italian Center for Middle East Peace in Milan, Media Leader of the 
World Economic Forum.
Books: “Inside India, men and cities” (Pagus 1988). With Antonella Scott “When 
the winter ends. Travel in post-Yeltsin Russia “(Il Sole 24 Ore 1999). “The olive 
tree and the stones. Israel and Palestine: Tale of a divided land “(Marco Tropea Edi-
tore 2002; Net 2006),” Israel. The unfinished dream “(Marco Tropea Editore 2008).
Awards: Il Premiolino (1987), Colombe d´Oro for Peace (2003), Max David (2005), 
Barzini (2008).
Blog: SLOW NEWS, dedicated to international events:
http://ugotramballi.blog.ilsole24ore.com/

***
Alessandro Vanoli is a graduate in History of Medieval Philosophy from Bologna 
Univeristy and holds a doctorate from the Ca ‘Foscari University of Venice, in Eu-
ropean Social History. From 2002 to 2012 he taught at the University of Bologna 
- and for a short time at the State University of Milan - specializing in Mediterra-
nean history and working in particular on the history of Arab medicine and on the 
Islamic presence in Sicily. Since 2008 he has been dealing with the relationship 
between the Mediterranean and the Atlantic worlds, studying in particular the Is-
lamic presence in the New World in the early Modern ages.
From 2012 onwards, he began to work as an essayist driven by an increasing in-
terest in communication and dissemination, collaborating with some cultural fes-
tivals and with the publisher il Mulino. He dedicated himself to both theatrical 
projects and educational activities linked to the knowledge of the Islamic world 
and to the promotion of history as an inalienable part of the relationship between 
different cultures. In 2015 he published “When guiding the stars, the partly auto-
biographical tale of a Mediterranean journey developed over time and space. It 
was followed by The unknown in front of us, in which he builds on the same nar-
rative style as his previous work, addressing the theme of geographical discovery 
and the end of the explorable space. On the basis of When they guided the stars 
and the essay Storie di parole arabe, he wrote the theatre piece Le Parole e il mare, 
staged since 2017 along with Lino Guanciale and Marco Morandi.
He currently collaborates with Radio RAI 3 and with the newspaper Il Corriere del-
la Sera.
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Hanan Audeh. Born in Algeria, I am part Palestinian and part Serbian. I am an MA 
student of Intercultural Communication and Literature in The Arab American Uni-
versity in Ramallah-Palestine. My interdisciplinary studies include cultural stud-
ies, social theories, language, media, and world literature. My multicultural back-
ground has influenced my passion for learning, teaching, and traveling, which is 
why I am an English language teacher and the head of the English Language De-
partment at The Arab Evangelical Episcopal School in Ramallah. I’m responsible 
for teaching English language, literature, public speaking, and essay writing, in 
addition to supervising the department and developing it through holding work-
shops, and choosing the appropriate curriculum. To enhance my experience I 
have participated in several international and national conferences, schools, and 
workshops like TESOL, the international convention and English language expo 
in Dallas- USA in 2013. I was a student then worked as an interpreter in Jarash 
–Jordan Drama Summer School. I was a presenter at the Educational Convention 
in Ramallah in 2010. I also took 
professional English training in the AMIDEAST in 2011 within the Model Schools 
Network Program. I worked as a freelance translator and a refugee camp English 
teacher for three summers with the AMIDEAST, where I had the chance to work 
with underprivileged children and expose them to a bigger world though educa-
tion and reading. My most recent participations were a workshop with Save the 
Children in 2018 about Positive Education, and an educational training- Pedago-
gy for the Third Millennium/ Basis of neurodidactics and observation in educa-
tion with Marco Benini an Italian trainer in pedagogy, in Birzeit/ Ramallah, in June 
2019.

***
Nesrine Chemli. PhD student enrolled in first year in Architecture and Environ-
ment. Department of Architecture Design and Urban Planning (DADU), University 
of Sassari, Alghero. 
Nesrine Chemli is a tutor of Master’s degree courses in urban and territorial plan-
ning and landscape design and researcher. Her research interests are focused on 
the cultures and territories of the Mediterranean, the risk of social and physical 
desertification, deterritorialization, the process of sustainable urbanization in 
Sardinia and Tunisia. She has had numerous public engagement activities with 
the project “Territories and cultures in movement” coordinated by Professor Silvia 
Serreli, concerning the reception of foreign students. 
Among her recent scientific publications: “Rigenerazione ambientale e riscatto 

SUMMER SCHOOL
STUDENTS’ BIOGRAPHY
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della dimensione insediativa”, SIU (2019, with G. Sanna; G M. Biddau; P. Frau) and 
“Planning and architecture for climate adaptation: the experiences of the “struc-
ture-territories” in low and high density city”, AESOP (2019, with S. Serreli; G. San-
na, G M. Biddau; P P. Spanedd

***
Fatma Dammak. Holder of a Diploma in Landscape Engineering from the Higher 
Agronomic Institute of Chott-meriem, my final project dealt with the theme of 
local and sustainable development in rural areas. Entitled “Sustainable Develop-
ment and Landscape: Study of the development of an eco-village”. Currently, I am 
in Master’s research in the management of natural ecosystems and the valoriza-
tion of their resources. I’m working on my master’s project about the evaluation 
of the ecotourism  potential of peri-urban areas, threatened by urbanization. The 
aim is to propose sustainable tourism as a regenerative alternative of economic 
activities. Also, I am member of the project committee at ENACTUS INAT working 
on social entrepreneurship projects. Last year, I followed a training course on the 
theme “Sustainable tourism” at the University of Bologna. The experience was 
rich in knowledge and in cultural and relational exchange. Apart from the above, 
I have kept a keen interest for culture and hiking and most importantly spending 
time with the family.

***
Imène Diaf. Algerian girl, born in 1990 in Algiers. After a rich academic career at 
the Mentouri Constantine University 1, I graduated in Master 2 in Territory Plan-
ning and Geography in 2013, and I achieved excellent results during the 5 years. In 
November 2013, I started a doctoral research under the direction of Bouzid Touati, 
Lecturer and Pierre Pech, university professor at the University Paris 1 Panthéon 
Sorbonne. My research work focuses on a relevant and important issue: the com-
patibility between tourism development and the safeguarding of protected areas. 
I work on tourism and the strategy of nature protection in Algeria, more precise-
ly in the Park of El Kala, located towards the Algerian-Tunisian border. This work 
consists in measuring the impacts of the protection measures, in particular on the 
flora and specifically on the forest. This study also aims to assess the issues and 
impacts of the tourism development strategy and its compatibility with nature 
protection issues.
Passionate about theatre, travel and reading. Besides, I am an ordinary person, 
punctual, serious, talented.
I created this blog which goal is to share my research with others passionate about 
tourism. https://diafimene.wixsite.com/tourisme

***
Aude Fanget. I am a student interested in culture, tourism and art. I am currently 
in an Erasmus Mundus Joint Master degree at Catania University. I study heritage 
with a focus in the Euro- Mediterranean region, and my academic interests are 
social sciences such as geography and anthropology. In 2018 I completed a BA 
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in Geography and Italian in Paris X University where I could combine both my in-
terests in human geography and italian culture. I currently live in Catania after a 
few months in Budapest, and I am really pleased to get to change my daily envi-
ronment, I find it enriching because you have to adapt, to adopt to other habits. I 
enjoy discovering places, cultures, and most of all new perspectives. This is why I 
am excited to join the Summer School in Licata next October: it will be an oppor-
tunity to share and debate our understandings of the Mediterranean, which will 
vary among participants.

***
Ricard Grebol. In 2018, I graduated in Physics and Chemistry from the Autono-
mous University of Barcelona (UAB), within which I took the ninth semester at the 
University of Bergen (UiB), as part of the Erasmus Exchange program. I took a re-
search position in the ALBA CELLS Synchrotron as an external collaborator from 
a leading company in the Surface Science sector, IBSS group, for two years. My 
joint-degree thesis was titled “ALD of TiO2 on (rPe-CVD) grown graphene for su-
percapacitors”. 
This following year, I am taking my second year on the MSc in Economics at the 
University of Barcelona and I have been granted a merit scholarship from the 
“Fundació Catalunya-La Pedrera”. My current research interests are based on de-
mographic transitions, inter- and intracontinental migrations and the role of insti-
tutions in economic development. Furthermore, I am interested on International 
Relations and Identity Politics. 
I am fluent in Catalan, Spanish, and English. Moreover, I have programming abil-
ity in Python, C, R, Stata and Dynare. Finally, I have been politically involved for 
several years in the local and national youth movement promoting social and civil 
rights, feminism, environmentalism, socialism, etc. 

***
My name is Dima El Kaissi, a 22 years old girl born and raised in Beirut, Lebanon. 
After 3 years of general studies in Agriculture Engineering, I discovered that ag-
riculture has the greatest negative impact on the Environment. So I decided to 
specialize in Environmental Engineering and expand my studies and expertise in 
order to save the environment and combat the damage irresponsible agriculture 
practices is causing. I am now a Masters 2 student at the Lebanese University 
Specializing in Environmental and Natural Resources Engineering. Besides my 
educational background, I was a volunteer at many local and international NGOs 
as Greenpeace and WASH program with the Lebanese Red Cross’s DMU. In WASH, 
I was asked to raise environmental awareness and implement composting in the 
refugees ITU based in Lebanon, were I find most interest. As well we tested the 
efficiency of biodigesters in treating wastewater coming from the refugees and 
how it can benefit them in agriculture. My aim is to improve refugees social, 
economical and environmental conditions in order to reach a more sustainable 
livelihood.
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***
My name is AMINE MQARTA born in 19/03/1994 that makes me 25 years till this 
day a Moroccan student born and raised in rabat, a town that all the rbaties says 
that it boring and all of the are known for their bad sense of orientation as an old 
quote says “ ask a rbati ; you’ll be lost “.
It’s a city in a perpetual changing and we had to learn to change with it; never 
loosin g her charm that makes her one of my favourite cities; and if had the chance 
to choose a city in morocco to live in it would be without thinking Rabat.
I would never and for everything in the world changed the way I grew up as I had 
the chance to have a very comprehensive parents which rare in Morocco, due to 
the education of my father  that has  been raised with my grandmother that hold 
from her sensibility and love and also  by a big man  my grandfather that has 
transmitted to be competitive and a hard worker to reach every goal  and it was for 
him very Important for all of their kids to be cultivated knowing that in that time 
1955 the most important was to be  able to afford food and basic thing for their 
life and for the same time fighting for the independence of Morocco . He made him 
integrate boarding school due to the lack of schools in the countryside. Talking 
about my mother which is a discreet woman that was every time by my side and 
respected my decisions, as I have an older sister that I fighted a lot with growing 
up as she a has a strong character an everything had to be done her way and the 
thing that’s annoys me is her over protectivity.
I’m known for nibbling my finger nails due to my anxiety as I want everything to 
be perfect, but it’s a family story, its not my only health problem as I had to do my 
second surgery in 2015 on my head that made me miss school for  2 months, that 
didn’t penalised me to recover lessons and to succeed in that year.
2012 is the year where I took my baccalaureates degree in the high school called 
Claude Bernard after that I went to the university Mohamed v where I choosed the 
biology as a main course in the two first years and I choosed the biodiversity and 
the environment as a speciality in the last semester  as I worked on the medicinal 
plants in a forest near rabat , it was a field work  and everybody knows how is a 
field work is  braving the long distances , rain and hot weather but it was a good 
experience.
After my graduation I was very hesitant on what to do after, so I applied to a schol-
arship that is a convention between the university of Mohammed v and the univer-
sity of Sassari and all the unimeds universities. I’m now attending the university of 
Sassari in a master’s degree called management of the environment and territory, 
as I’m very interested in saving animals.
I am a social person and I have a big appetite as I had a nick name at school “Amine 
French baguette”. 

***

Maria Maruhenda Munoz. Ever since I can remember, I have had a big interest in 
understanding the world. I have been a scout since I was six and there, I grew up 
exploring not only nature but also the endless ways in which people think, see the 
surrounding, behave… 
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Time passed and that interest in the world was focused on the functioning of life 
itself, so I chose to focus on life sciences because it amazes me how much, but at 
the same time how little, we know about our own organism and its origin. 
I chose Biochemistry and Biomedical Sciences as my bachelor degree because it 
merged two of the aspects that I was interested in: understanding the organism 
and helping people. After that, I took a master in Nutrition and Metabolism be-
cause many studies are starting to point out its ability to modulate our metabo-
lism for the better but also for the worse. 
The group I joined for my PhD studies the effects of dietary polyphenols and ca-
rotenoids (antioxidants from the Mediterranean diet) in human metabolism. 

***
I am Roberta Persichino, a 26 years old student in Media, Digital Communication 
and Journalism at the University of Rome “La Sapienza”. I was born in Cassino but, 
for study reason I have been living in Rome since the last year. Before this faculty 
I accomplished a degree in “letters and philosophy” (communication CV). In addi-
tion to my studies I have grown, in the past years, a strong Passion for photogra-
phy managing to vehicular this interest within my professional experience such as 
organizations of events and their promotion through the main social media. I had 
the occasion to work with professional in this field, realizing photoshoots this al-
lowed me to acquire and strengthen skills in the use of professional photographic 
equipment and programs for post-production of images. In the last month I have 
been an internship at the news agency AdnKronos in Rome. I have been writing 
in a particular way in the news sector, this has allowed me to learn the concept of 
news and what is a launch of news agency, I have done interviews with
leading politicians and beyond. I was able to cultivate other interests: for a few 
months I created an online newspaper with a group of university colleagues, driv-
en by the need to give voice to our thoughts and make the facts around us indel-
ible.

***
Nisreen Rezek is a TV Program Director at Palestine TV.
You may be not familiar with TV work, but actually, it is a hard work and takes 
lots of time to offer for people or audience what you want and your ideas are, 
in fact, because you are not talking to one person, or a friend, or one member of 
your family, you have to be very careful, as you are talking to many cultures, with 
different perspectives and different ages, in that sense, we as TV directors and 
producers do lots of effort to accomplish our audience, starting from an attractive 
idea, then working on this idea to introduce and offer knowledge and benefit for 
people. My job has no limited lime, every time during the whole day could be work 
time, depending on locations, guests, occasions and many other factors, although 
it is hard, but I love my job and enjoy working in this field. As time is passing and 
live is very short, I started to think, working is not enough, I should know more, I 
should free my mind, and give myself another chance for learning. Then I decided 
to join a master program, and because I have lots of passion in learning and know-
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ing about other cultures and other people, I choose this program of intercultural 
communication, and it was a great decision. No doubt it takes time and another 
effort, but I really enjoy doing my job and my study. Because, as I told you, life is 
very short, and we have to benefit of every hour, or at least, to live  our life with 
satisfaction.

In fact, although my time is full, but I still find time to do other things I love, like 
cooking to my family, doing amazing deserts, which I really love, going to gym, 
watching movies, and reading books. Even if I am tired and feeling sleepy, I can 
hear a book by YouTube audio feature, which I find this advantage is amazing when 
you are tired and want just to read with closing eyes. Finally, all of us may face 
hard times, or unfairness in this life, or a shock with a friend, but my advice to you, 
don’t let any of these stop you, learning, knowledge, travelling, meeting new peo-
ple with different cultures, and many other thing you enjoy doing, would let you 
know that life is great, and deserves to be lived in the way you love without hurt.

***
My name is Vittoria Riccardi, I am from Rome and I am 25 y.o. I got my bachelor’s 
degree in Political Science and International Relations at the University of Roma 
Tre in 2017. For my final dissertation I carried out a study on the Italian foreign 
policy towards the Mediterranean countries during the 1950s, with a focus on its 
role in the Suez crisis.Afterwards I wanted to deepen my understanding of the 
migration crisis and the hardships that migrants face while crossing the Mediter-
ranean. For this reason, I worked in the Leros Island Hot Spot with Echo100plus, an 
Austrian foundation that provides legal aid and educational projects to refugees. 
Since September 2018 I’m enrolled in the double Master Degree “crossing the 
Mediterranean towards investment and integration” (MIM), jointly offered by Uni-
versità Ca Foscari of Venice and Université Paul Valery of Montpellier. Whithin the 
complementary training, I spent three months in Tunisia, where I carried out a field 
study research and I attended an Arab language course at the University of Sousse. 
There I conducted a field study on the cultural scenario in the aftermath of the 
2011 Revolution. 
Currently I am interested in the implementation of sustainable development proj-
ects in the social and cultural area in the Mediterranean basin with a focus on 
grassroots movements.

***
Zinonas Sokratous studied at the University of Cyprus, from which he graduated 
with an Honours BA degree in History and Archaeology. He continued his stud-
ies in Master level in Mediterranean Archaeology with specialization in Maritime 
Archaeology at the University of Cyprus. He is currently a phd student at the Uni-
versity of Cyprus and his dissertation is entitled “Excavating the History of the 
Cypriot Archaeology”. He has been awarded twice with scholarships from the Syl-
via Ioannou Foundation for postgraduate studies focused on the island of Cyprus. 
He is participating in archaeological excavations of the University of Cyprus at 
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Kouklia - Palaipaphos since 2013 (“The Palaepaphos Urban Landscape Project”). 
Apart from his academic studies he is involved and interested in political and dip-
lomatic issues. He is an active member in several youth NGOs, including Cyprus 
Youth DiplomaCY. His main interests include Cypriot and Mediterranean history 
and archaeology, the history of Cypriot archaeology, politics and European issues. 

***
My name is Caroline Walz, I am 27 years old and I’m from a small village in the alps 
of Austria, in the province Vorarlberg. I finished my A levels and training college 
for kindergarten teachers in 2011. In the following four years I traveled around 
the world getting to know new places and cultures, gathering work experience 
in different countries (South Africa, Philippines, Jamaica, Chile, Argentina, Spain, 
Germany, etc.), also volunteering and practicing Spanish as a third language. Then 
I moved to Innsbruck, Austria to study Nonprofit, Social and Health Care Manage-
ment at the Management Center Innsbruck. During this Bachelor I studied one 
semester in Montevideo, Uruguay and did a practical training with the Nonprofit 
Organization Malaria No More in Washington D.C.
Now I am doing my Masters in Sociology at the University of Barcelona. I am es-
pecially interested in sustainable development and the issues of sustainability in 
today’s society and in the way humans structure life.

***
My name is Marwan Zaher and I am currently enrolled in the Local Development 
master degree Program at Università Degli Studi di Padova, Padova, Italy. At the 
moment I am writing my thesis entitled “The Role of SMEs in National Economies 
in Europe” in which I am comparing between France, Italy, and Serbia; and later 
on in Serbia it is planned to draw a concept note on how to develop the SMEs in 
there to achieve their role. I obtained my bachelor’s degree from the Faculty of 
Urban & Regional Planning at Cairo University, which gave me the rudimentary 
knowledge of different aspects and parameters of urban development. During my 
undergraduate studies, I perceived the requisite for development, especially ur-
ban development and realized the necessity of having more than one dominant 
sector in a country. This formed the basis of my graduation project entitled “Urban 
Development at the Range of Suez Canal Axis”. It argues the contribution to de-
creasing the gap between the study area and the metropolitan area of Cairo, the 
dominant sector in Egypt.
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