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Nature, Culture and Sustainability 

 

Buman and May (2019) discuss the relationship between culture and nature. 

They state that laws of nature were powerful, they had no human agent, and 

natural phenomena were perceived as messages from a supernatural power. 

Human capacity of reasoning drew boundaries between the two, yet in the 

present, nature is fashioned to serve culture. Culture is formed through 

interference in nature to produce a certain outcome, by selection and 

manipulation to end up with expected results.   

Nature, culture, and sustainability are closely linked, and interdependent.  The 

origin of the word “culture” stems from cultivating the land, and fashioning the 

land to serve humanity through agriculture. Cultivation of land developed into 

cultivation of the mind, which is linked with the idea of reasoning, and that 

produced those who are cultured, the upper class, and those who are not, the 

lower class. The idea of culture grew into “civilization”, that is when those who 

thought themselves civilized, conquered lands of the “uncivilized”, in other 

words it was colonialism. Post World War II, the culture of colonialism was 

reconsidered, as the results were far from severing humanity.   



                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

Today, and after the emergence of the globalized society, and corporate 

capitalism, exclusive cultures have been born as a result to the fear from 

“others”, and nature has been over exploited to the extent that the existence of 

future generations is questionable. Here comes the importance of sustainability, 

and its crucial role in nature and culture. 

Culture is a complicated word, whose meaning has evolved over the last 50 

years. Today, culture is part of many interdisciplinary studies, and culture takes 

a great part into the production of meaning through its institutional role.  

Culture consists of a material, and non-material meaning. Culture is bettering 

ourselves as humans and the space we live on. Therefore, our recent culture 

must be seriously reconsidered. Action must be taken on several, if not all 

aspects, especially the environmental. It must be taken seriously, and 

reproduced into the minds of the present and future generations into a meaning 

that would contribute, and better focus on saving our planet for the purpose of 

ensuring a place to live for humanity. 

      

 

 


