
 

 

                                                                                                

 

 

 

 
DIMA 

KAISSI 
 

 

 

The Dream State 

 

“It can either be Jewish or democratic. It cannot be both.” John Kerry, former 

US Secretary of State. In 1948, British Palestine was officially declared as a 

homeland of Jewish people under the State of Israel. Mass immigration of 

European Jews and the displacement of Arabs contributed to turmoil and 

multiple confrontations between Palestinians and Israeli forces. In 1993 the 

Israeli government and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) reached an 

agreement to implement a two-state solution as part of the Oslo Accords, in an 

attempt to achieve sustainable peace. However, upon the revision of the Oslo 

accords, is a two-state solution still viable? In other words, is a Palestinian state 

achievable? 

It is established that there are certain essential characteristics that define a state, 

namely its territory, population, government and its capacity to enter into 

relations with other states, as stated by the Montevideo Convention, what make 

these criteria possible is the notion of independence. 

 



 

                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

Israeli settlements have been ever expanding on the expense of Palestine 

territory recognized under international law. (Resolution 2334 concerns such 

settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem) and the violation of the Fourth 

Geneva Convention which states it illegal for nations or states to move 

populations and set up settlements in lands stolen during times of war. Palestine 

clearly does not hold the same boards of 1967 and which were the basis for a 

two-state solution. 

Now concerning the population, the number of people in a certain country does 

not affect its state status just like in the Vatican; however, Palestine suffers from 

displacement and immigration that goes back to 1948. According to the 

UNRWA “Palestine refugees are defined as persons whose normal place of 

residence was Palestine during the period 1 June 1946 to 15 May 1948, and who 

lost both home and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict.” Nearly 

one-third of the registered Palestine refugees, more than 1.5 million individuals, 

live in 58 recognized Palestine refugee camps in Jordan, Lebanon, the Syrian 

Arab Republic, the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. As 

mentioned, millions of Palestinian refugees scattered in neighbouring countries 

like Lebanon and Jordan and all around the world, who still dream for them or 

for their descendants in the right of return. But of course, the issue of a scattered 

population certainly hinders any means or hopes of an independent state with 

already dysfunctional borders and confused geopolitics. 

Further, the Oslo accords of 1993 have directly resulted in the establishment of 

a Palestinian national authority in 1994. The authority tasked with limited self-

governance of parts of the West Bank and Gaza Strip; but it did not create a 

Palestinian state.  



 

                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

This very authority has proven time and time again its incompetence whether 

with regards to its failure to peacefully prevent Israeli aggression or even run 

basic government functions especially in Gaza where Hamas runs its own 

version of a militia state with little to no regard to the authorities in Ramallah. 

Add to that the incapability and incapacity to secure Jerusalem as a seat for the 

Palestinian authority, let alone a government. With the US as the biggest 

marionette in the region  clearly taking sides, especially under an administration 

that has challenged  all international norms and the rule of law to recognize 

Jerusalem the “undivided” capital of Israel thereby eliminating any possible 

follow up on the Oslo Accords revealing the intentional bias and unconditional 

moral and military support to Israel. 

All that said, the UN can’t make a stand when it comes to any condemnation 

targeting Israeli settlements and clear aggressions on Gaza. This constant state 

of war is not sustainable and doesn’t promise with independence. The 

international scene does not seem to favour a two-state solution and hence the 

possibility of a Palestinian state within the 1967 borders.  

Today in the West Bank, a lot of Palestinians live in refugee camps such as in 

Shu'fat or Jenin camps. But for how long?  Israel’s most recent legislative 

election puts the Arab party coalition at third place in the Knesset. Which puts 

Israel at a crossroads either its democracy or its ethno-religious identity. One 

would think that such a threat would make right wingers of Israel favor the 

establishment of a Palestinians state so that they don’t have to incorporate them 

into their society.  



 

                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

However, the reality is different, where laws have been legislated to favor 

Jewish-born Israelis from Arab-Muslim and Christian-born Israelis and by that 

creating separatism in society bent on the disenfranchisement of religious 

“others”. 

A Palestinian state has been used as an excuse by Arab dictators to solidify their 

rule, an ultimate prevention against any act of rebellion. Perhaps Palestine will 

always be a dream “a land born for peace that has never seen peace”. 

 


