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New Forum for Emerging the Truth 

 

In our time, the time of technology, almost every aspect of life is controlled and 

interacted by it. New ways to shape and develop businesses serve customers and 

organize companies and institutions, all these types of developments not just 

impact businesses, but they also have a big influence on journalism.  

In developed societies, the adoption of email, instant messaging, and mobile 

messaging has been rapid and widespread. The world of internet and social 

networks are shaping our lives, and make a journalist out of each of us. Writing 

a blog entry, commenting on a social media site, sending a tweet, or “liking” a 

picture or a post, likely involves a shorthand version of the journalistic process. 

One comes across information, decides whether or not it’s believable, assesses 

its strength and weaknesses, determines if it has value to others, decides what 

to ignore and what to pass on, chooses the best way to share it, and then hits the 

“send” button. Every person now, more than ever, works like a journalist. In 

this sense, I think that ethical citizen journalism can be one of the most recent 

effective types of journalism in our time, as well as, social media is the new 

powerful media outlet. 

 



                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

Let me first define citizen journalism. One of the most accepted and inclusive 

definitions of citizen journalism have been put forward by Bowman and Willis 

(2003) in New Media. They define citizen journalism as the act of non-

professionals, playing an active role in the process of collecting, reporting, 

analyzing and disseminating news and information. This definition covers all 

the possible activities of citizen journalists in existence. The authors further 

write, “the intent of this participation is to provide independent, reliable, 

accurate, wide-ranging and relevant information that a democracy requires”.  

Therefore, we should be careful, because exercising journalism, whether as a 

professional writing for a news organization, or as an online contributor in the 

public space, involves one’s moral compass, and demands a personal sense of 

ethics and responsibility.  

At its most basic level, news is a function of distribution, either through news 

organizations, or members of the public. They create stories to pass on a piece 

of information to readers, viewers, or listeners. So, anything can be news. But 

not everything is newsworthy. Journalism is a process in which a reporter uses 

verification and storytelling to make a subject newsworthy. A good story, 

however, does more than inform or amplify. It adds value to the topic. The 

public is exceptionally diverse. Though people may share certain characteristics 

or beliefs, they have an untold variety of concerns and interests. A good story 

is about something the audience decides is interesting or important. 

A great story often does both by using storytelling to make important news 

interesting. 

 



                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

Having a sense of ethics is perhaps most important for the individual journalist 

or online contributor. In fact, the purpose of journalism is to give people the 

information they need to make better decisions about their lives and society. 

Therefore, it is very important to take care of every word we deliver to others 

and of every scene we publish. As we know journalism is a powerful tool that 

can be used ethically and objectively to introduce truth to people, and let them 

make the best decision about their lives. It is like a watchdog over those whose 

power and positions affect others, it is the voice for the voiceless, it has a big 

responsibility to examine unseen corners of society.  

Citizen journalism has changed the concept of journalism for the better. It 

provides ordinary citizens with an opportunity to highlight the genuine issues 

that may be skipped by professional journalists. Citizen journalism, thus, adds 

value to the mainstream news coverage by bringing to light the issues at the 

grassroots level that are otherwise overlooked by big media outlets. Nowadays 

even reputed media organizations use citizen journalism content in their 

newscasts and documentaries. The content is believed to hold high significance 

in the contemporary times, even if its quality is low. Citizen journalism is a path 

breaking concept that makes a consumer a contributor. It gives citizens the 

power to express themselves and participate in social and political change. 

Finally, and as a conclusion, a live case to what has been explained is Mohamed 

Ali from Egypt. He is an Egyptian citizen whose present and future were stolen 

by the Egyptian government. Ali decided to open fire from his room through his 

social media account to tell his people the truth about the unfairness and 

corruption of the government then, asked them to get out on the streets.  



                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

In fact, his call was effective, and through one voice he made millions of 

Egyptians say no to their president. Ali succeeded in uncovering the truth. I 

think within the coming weeks his effort can make a change. So, as many others, 

Ali proves that the larger truth, over time, emerges from this forum. 
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