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The documentary film “When you can’t go back” by Italian filmmaker Leonardo 
Cinieri Lombroso has just been released. It had its cinematographic premiere in 
Milan on September 2019, starting its route through international film festivals. 
 
UNIMED is the official sponsor of this project which universal and positive message 
makes this Mediterranean story an exemplary model for all international students, 
be they refugees, emigrants, or healthy traveling students. 
 
“When you can’t go back” calls into question in the academic world the policies that 
have been discussed in Europe for years through the power of images and the 
intimate reality of the protagonist. 
 
The documentary narrates the true story of Obaida, a Syrian Computer 
Engineering student that leaves his troubled land to start a new life in Europe.  
Obaida’s story is tragically iconic of lives of hundreds of refugees that are forced to 
cross national boundaries and who can not return home safely, but that find new 
opportunities thanks to the help of universities that offer a new access to study. 
 
Themes as scholarships, integration, right to education and mobility are crucial 
topics of the documentary that turn it into a unique tool to enlighten them in such 
an expressive way as any verbal lesson or written issue could not. 
 



The documentary has been filming Obaida’s private life and his academic career, 
from the graduation with honors in Rome to the PhD in Copenhagen, for two 
years. It shows the success and the difficulties he has been through: the difficulty of 
moving, the distance from the family and the impact with different cultures and 
new people. 
Obaida owns the special determination of those who know that, despite the 
struggles, they cannot go back. Obaida knows that his future, and perhaps even his 
family, depend only on himself. 
The documentary carries a universal message of hope and gives an example of 
lucidity and courage that we are no longer used to receiving.  
 
The film is being held under the patronage of UNHCR, Amnesty International and 
OIM (International Organization for Migration) for its universal ethical values and 
principles, inspired by respect for human dignity. 
 
UNIMED, the official sponsor of “When you can’t go back”, offers the possibility to 
screen the documentary in your university, suggesting two different options: 
 

- a 48 hours password to access the documentary, that can be screened in the 
university and discussed in class by intern professors. Cost 150,00€; 

 
- a 48 hours password to access the documentary, that can be screened in the 

university and discussed and debated by the director of the film, that will be 
involved in a Q&A. Cost 500,00€ (travel and accommodation for the director 
costs not included). 

 
The original movie is in English, Italian and Arabic. Subtitles in English and Italian 
are available. 
 
If you are interested in screening the documentary at your institution, please 
express your interest by sending an e-mail to unimed@uni-med.net by November 
15th, 2019. You are asked to provide the name of your institution as well as the 
approximate date when the projection could be organized. 
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