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Is a Palestinian State Still Possible? 

 

The Israeli and Palestinian communities are growing ever closer physically 

while remaining separated politically. Any solution must adequately address the 

needs of both sides. 

Since the Madrid Peace Conference of 1991 brought Israelis and Palestinians 

together in direct, face-to-face negotiations for the first time, an international 

consensus emerged that the eventual solution would involve the creation of a 

Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza existing in peace and security with 

the State of Israel. The actual borders of the two states, the fate of Israeli 

settlements in the West Bank, how the city of Jerusalem would be shared, and 

how the refugee issue would be resolved were debated in many different fora. 

While the two sides came close several times to agreeing on the substance of 

these parameters, no deal was ever reached. 

The one-state solution is the idea of bringing justice and peace to 

Palestine/Israel by having all inhabitants of historic Palestine — the land that 

includes Israel, the West Bank, Jerusalem and Gaza — living in one, binational 

country, where everyone has equal rights and political matters are settled on the 

basis of one person, one vote.  



                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

This arrangement differs from the two-state solution, which would partition 

historic Palestine into two states divided along ethno-religious lines, and 

contrasts with present conditions, in which Palestinians live as second-class 

citizens inside Israel, and under Israeli occupation in Jerusalem. 

The one-state option is gaining traction, but media coverage consistently 

suggests that the only possible scenarios for Palestine/Israel are either the two-

state solution or the continued regime of Israeli occupation, colonization 

and apartheid. 

The death of the two-state solution has long been heralded by political 

commentators and analysts. Now, however, the vision of having an independent 

Palestinian state existing side by side with Israel appears more quixotic than 

ever. After winning the recent parliamentary elections despite 

numerous corruption charges, Benjamin Netanyahu seems poised to take on 

his fourth consecutive term as Israel’s prime minister. Only a few days before 

the vote,  Netanyahu had promised to annex Israeli settlements in the occupied 

West Bank — a slap in the face for two-state advocates. President Trump, who 

has promised to unveil his “deal of the century” after the election, has remained 

silent. 

However, the two-state solution, for want of feasible and fair alternatives, 

remains the only viable and sustainable option on the table. The status quo is 

unconscionable for Palestinians, while an alternative one-state solution is 

unpalatable to Israelis. The two-state plan has failed not because of the 

fundamental irreconcilability of both positions, but from a lack of trust and 

imaginative leadership.  

https://www.jacobinmag.com/2018/05/great-return-march-nakba-palestine-resistance
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/05/world/middleeast/israel-palestinians-state.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-palestinians-report-idUSKBN16M2IN
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/israel-prime-minister-benjamin-netanyahu-indicted-bribe-fraud-charges-n977571
https://www.npr.org/2019/04/10/711743395/israel-election-netanyahu-appears-headed-for-win-in-close-race
https://www.npr.org/2019/04/07/710799152/ahead-of-israeli-election-netanyahu-pledges-to-annex-west-bank-settlements
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180927-trump-deal-of-the-century-to-be-announced-within-2-or-3-months/


                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

Now, more than ever, the United States, Israel’s number one ally and sponsor, 

must bring both sides to the table and pressure the next Israeli government to 

end the occupation. 

Independence for the West Bank would ideally be coupled with a lasting 

solution for Gaza. According to the United Nations, 38 percent of Gazans live 

in poverty and 54 percent are food-insecure while electricity continues to be 

a rare commodity. Israel, Egypt, and the de facto Hamas government are, to 

varying extents, all responsible for the blockade that has led many people to call 

Gaza “the world’s largest open-air prison.” In a form of collective punishment, 

Israel refuses to abandon its blockade over Gaza as long it is ruled by a terrorist 

government intent on destroying its state. While Hamas deliberately 

targets Israeli civilians and has been accused of using human shields, Israel 

continues to accept many civilian deaths as collateral damage in its military 

operations. According to the United Nations, 194 Palestinians have been killed 

and 29,000 wounded since the beginning of the 2018 Gaza Border Protests. 

Still, the United States and its allies have refused to criticize Israel’s use of 

excessive military violence. Israel, which gets more U.S. foreign aid than any 

other country, has requested a record-high $3.8 billion in 2019. In the past, 

American presidents have successfully used their leverage to force Israel to 

withdraw from occupied territories in Lebanon and the Sinai while repeatedly 

pushing for peace negotiations. This time, the United States needs to up the ante. 

 

 

https://www.un.org/unispal/humanitarian-situation-in-the-gaza-strip-fast-facts-ocha-factsheet/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://truthout.org/articles/noam-chomsky-my-visit-to-gaza-the-worlds-largest-open-air-prison/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/04/25/israel/palestine-hamas-bus-bombing-targets-civilians
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/04/25/israel/palestine-hamas-bus-bombing-targets-civilians
https://www.cnn.com/2014/07/23/world/meast/human-shields-mideast-controversy/index.html
https://www.btselem.org/gaza_strip/201407_families
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/29/gaza-braces-for-anniversary-of-demonstrations-at-frontier-wth-israel
https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/RL33222.html
https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/RL33222.html
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/total-u-s-foreign-aid-to-israel-1949-present
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/16/the-real-reason-the-israel-palestine-peace-process-always-fails

