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❑Overview 

• Ecotourism emerged in the 1980s as a response to the negative social and
environmental impacts of conventional tourism.

• Ecotourism is responsible travel to natural areas that educates travelers; provides funds
for conservation; benefits the economic development and political empowerment of
local communities; and foresters respect for local culture and human rights

• Ecotourism has been widely adopted to be an effective means of promoting nature
conservation and sustainable development in less developed regions.



❑Ecotourism in Jordan  

• Jordan is best known for its ancient history, rich cultures, and sprawling desert.

• It also has a wide biodiversity due to the variation in ecosystems and habitats.

• The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN) has adopted ecotourism in
the protected areas to protect biodiversity and improve human wellbeing.

• The first ecotourism initiative started in Dana Biosphere Reserve by RSCN in 1994,



❑Study Purpose 

• This study investigates the socio-cultural,
economic and environmental
sustainability practices of ecotourism in Dana
Biosphere Reserve, Jordan.



❑ Dana Biosphere Reserve 



❑Dana Biosphere Reserve (Cont.)

• DBR is ecologically diverse, containing four arid and semi-arid ecosystems.

• It contains more than 833 species of plants; more than 250 species of birds, and more than 40
species of mammals.

• DBR also has archeological sites of Egyptian, Nabataean, Roman and Islamic origins.

• The most popular activities are camping, hiking, bird watching, and wildlife observation.



❑Dana Biosphere Reserve (Cont.)



❑Study Method 

• 13 semi-structured interviews were conducted with the key informants:

1. Four owners and managers of ecotourism facilities

2. Three mangers of DBR

3. Four environmental researchers

4. Two leaders of local organizations

• Content analysis was used to analyze interview transcripts 



❑Environmental Practices

1. Zoning 

• Wilderness zone 

• Semi- intensive zone

• Intensive zone

2.  Visitor Site planning and design 

• Hiking routes 

• Infrastructure 



❑Environmental Practices (Cont.)

3. Interpretation 

• Tour guide  (guided hike/ tour)

• Visitor center 

4. Environmental education 

• Education programs targeting people at public and un-public institutions

• Education programs targeting students at schools

• Special events and programs (such as “Young Naturalists”)



❑Environmental Practices (Cont.)

5. Sustainable infrastructure design 

6. Enforcement of conservation laws 

7. Grassland management 

8. Visitor management 



❑ Economic Practices 

1. Ecotourism business enterprises:

• Guest house 

• Feynan Ecolodge

• Rumana

2. Development of alternative livelihood opportunities:

• The fruit drying workshop

• The silver workshop

• The goat leather tanning workshop 



❑ Economic Practices (Cont.)

3. Improvement of sustainable livelihoods:

• Earthen dams for livestock watering 

• Capacity building of farmers

4. Helping local organizations and projects 
access funds and grants.

5. Marketing and selling local products 



❑ Socio-cultural Practices 

1. Improving the wellbeing of local communities:
• 85 direct jobs 

• 200 families (indirect)

• 3.2 million $ yearly 

2. Collaboration with local stakeholders

3. Development of local infrastructure 

4. Capacity building and empowerment of local people



❑ Socio-cultural Practices (Cont.)

4. Preservation of local cultural heritage 
(Development of Dana old village)

5. Promotion of sustainable cultural and 
heritage initiatives

6. The use of authentic food and products





❑Challenges

• Conflicts with local communities 

• Poaching

• Logging 

• Illegal grazing  

• Fluctuation in tourism demand 

• Lack of financial resources 

• Climate change 

• Mining



❑ Conclusion

• Ecotourism in DBR plays an important role in both local development and
environmental conservation.

• Environmental conservation reserves more attention than social and economic
considerations.

• Community participation in decision making process is limited.
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