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Intellectual Output 1 - Guidance toolkit for 
internationalisation opportunities in the Levant
Why this guidance toolkit?

It is designed to respond to the most common questions of European HEIs while willing to cooperate with their counterparts in 

Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. It aims encourage relations through the provision of information, resources, contacts, links, inspiration.

It wants to provide European universities with the information needed to become familiar with the HE systems and the main 

stakeholders in the Levant. And it intends to shed light on both opportunities for collaborations and the potential obstacles to face.

Who is this guidance toolkit for?

The target group for the guidance toolkit are admissions and international office staff in European HEIs, offices in charge of 

internationalisation activities and strategies, top management at EU universities, senior staff… and anyone interested in exploring the 

opportunities of internationalisation in Lebanon, Jordan and Syria.



How to use this guidance toolkit?

The Guidance Toolkit will be available in two different formats:

 A document version (PDF) for consultation, where a set of information are 
presented in a readable format to provide the reader with an overall view over the 
Higher Education systems of Jordan, Lebanon and Syria, with a focus on 
internationalisation priorities, opportunities, actors and trends

 An interactive version, soon available on the project website                                         
www.peliarq.net, to allow users to move freely among sections,                                                      
look for a selected piece of information, access the Forum and                                              
exchange with peers from European and Levantine HEIs.

http://www.peliarq.net/


Structure of the Guidance Toolkit
The guidance toolkit is structured as a user-friendly and easily accessible database of information with the 

potential of facilitating cooperation between European universities and universities in Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. 

8 things you need to know to engage in cooperation 

with Higher Education Institutions in Jordan, Lebanon and Syria

1. What is the higher education system like in Jordan, Lebanon and Syria?
2. What are current internationalisation activities in Jordan, Lebanon and Syria?
3. Past projects, inspiring examples and additional references
4. Mobility with the Levant
5. How can internationalisation activities get funded?
6. Which are the main actors for the cooperation between Europe and the Levant?
7. Areas of interest of Levantine HEIs
8. The way(s) forward



The way(s) forward

Even though the three countries have unique characteristics and differences, there are a few common elements 

when it comes to internationalisation. While European HEIs plan cooperation activities with the Levant, they should 

keep in mind these common features:

• The programmes of the European Commission are the main funding schemes for the Euro-Med region, 

providing opportunities for exchange, mobility, capacity building, research and for the development of joint 

programmes.

• The administrative staff at the Levantine universities, and in general the staff dedicated to international 

activities, may be very well prepared to manage funds and opportunities, but may also be very inexperienced 

and may require additional support to fully take part in cooperation projects and international initiatives.



The way(s) forward

• There is a highly fragmented reality when it comes to credit recognition and qualification frameworks. While over the long-term the three 

countries would be advised to promote and implement structural reforms, in the short-term European institutions should consider defining 

tailored learning agreements, bilateral inter-university agreements and standards for mutual assessment and recognition of credits. 

• Language is often perceived as an issue, while it can be considered as a resource. Both Jordanian and Syrian academics have reliable 

English knowledge, and Lebanese HEIs are used to work both in English and French. Moreover, Levantine institutions may be a resource 

when it comes to Islamic studies and Arabic language.

• The recent COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the process towards digitalization and the use of innovative learning practices in the three 

target countries, opening new opportunities and pushing the national decision-makers, in some cases reluctant to fully recognize online 

learning, to adapt to the changes. European HEIs willing to cooperate with HEIs in Jordan, Lebanon and Syria, should not exclude the 

possibilities of going digital, with professors giving lectures miles away though a screen, promoting remote co-supervision of master and 

PhD students, integrating virtual mobility and virtual exchanges in their programs. 



What’s next?

Before going public (yes, more public!) with the Guidance Toolkit, we wish to:
- Hear your opinion 
- Expand the inspiring practices featured in the toolkit
- Collect inputs to jointly define «the way forward»

.. That is why we have a session Comments from the audience!



Thank you!
Martina Zipoli, UNIMED
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